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Power of symbiosis
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For a long time, the printmaking in-
dustry considered that it was difficult

to learn and master the watermark



woodblock printmaking technology,
and equated the watermark technology
with the watermark woodblock print-
making technology. Others believe
that watermark woodblock printma-
king only belongs to the south, as the
dry climate in the north is not suitable
for its creation. A variety of solidified
understandings have hindered the de-
velopment of watermark woodblock
print, making it a minority among the
minorities. There have been several
foreign students in the printmaking
department who do not have much
Chinese cultural background and
know nothing about watermark wood-
carvings. What attracts them is that
watermark has something beyond their
experience. Different aesthetic experi-
ence gives them new inspiration and
imagination. The knowledge related to
watermark has been naturally learned
in their study for the purpose of crea-

tion, and the techniques do not seem



to become obstacles to the creation.
We can get a lot of inspiration from

their learning experience.

EFF (HEMIBE) 120x85cm KEIARZ

20214



kRE  (FEZ—) 80x60cm ZKiRKED

2018%F

In recent years, more and more pain-
ters use watermark woodblock print-
making for artistic creation, and many
colleges and universities have also set
up related courses. The artist group is
very important for the development of
watermark woodblock printmaking,

which is well proved by the develop-



ment process of watermark woodcut
prints in modern Jiangsu. In 2013,
when we were preparing for the Chi-
nese Modern Watermark Print Docu-
ment Exhibition, very few artists en-
gaged in woodblock printmaking, es-
pecially young painters. Now the si-
tuation has changed. After the 2013
document exhibition, in order to drive
the development of woodblock print-
making, our printmaking department
planned to invite different curators to
hold watermark woodblock printma-
king exhibitions from different per-
spectives. In early 2017, also based on
this ideal, Printmaking Department of
Nanjing University of the Arts applied
for the "2017 woodblock printmaking
creative talent training" project. We
successfully obtained the funding
from the China National Arts Fund.
After that, in accordance with the
existing situation of watermark wood-

block creation in China, we firstly



consider the places lacking woodblock
printmaking talents and distribute our
choices as widely as possible while
making choices. Besides, university
teachers are the main choices, as their
profession enables them to cultivate
and drive more people to embark on
the career of woodblock printmaking,
in the same way as a spark starts a

great fire.
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In the " Woodblock Printmaking Do-
cument Exhibition & Invitational Ex-
hibition" held by Nanjing University
of the Arts in 2013, Li
Xiaoshan, director of the art gallery
(then art gallery of Nanjing University

of the Arts), was invited as the cura-



tor, more than 60 Chinese modern wa-
termark woodblock printmaking pain-
ters, whose birthdays ranging from
1920s to 1990s, were invited to exhi-
bit their works with a time span of
more than half a century. The purpose
is to get a glimpse of Chinese modern
woodcut prints in different times, and
sort out the situation of its develop-
ment. The significance of the "Sym-
biotic Power: International Woodblock
Printmaking Invitational Exhibition"
held this time is to watch the creative
state of watermark woodcut from a
wider range, show the diversified fea-
tures of watermark woodcut under dif-
ferent geographical and cultural back-
grounds, and promote the exchange
and development of watermark wood-
cut. Currently, there are not many dif-
ficulties in the printmaking technology
of woodblock prints. Different cultu-
ral backgrounds and professional ex-

periences have formed different un-



derstanding of "watermark", and this
leads to different production methods,
and different meanings in the water-
mark. We can clearly feel these diffe-
rences from the works on display.

Zhang Fang
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